Contested femininity: strategies of resistance and reproduction across adolescence in northern Uganda.
Adolescent girls and young women have recently gained a central position in gender equality and development. However, little research investigates female experiences of the complex dynamics of both change and resistance to change in gender norms and structures. Drawing on the work of Bourdieu, Connell and Schippers to analyse longitudinal in-depth interviews, this paper explores how girls in northern Uganda learn, challenge and (re)produce patriarchal structures throughout the life-course and across social fields. It highlights the costs, consequences and benefits at stake in expressing hegemonic femininity and expands understanding of how adolescent girls and young women actively strategise to protect their wellbeing and create space for contestation. Findings call for greater attention to the coexistence of resistance to, and reproduction of, gender orders, and offer opportunities for additional research for theory building and programme implementation.